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Research 
Laureate

The Research Laureate is the highest award 
bestowed by the Academy.  Its purpose is to honor 
an individual who has had a substantial impact on 
health behavior research.
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Kenneth R. McLeroy, Ph.D., is Professor 
in the Department of Social and Behavioral 
Health at the Texas A&M School of Rural 
Public Health. Prior to joining the faculty at 
Texas A&M, Dr. McLeroy was Chair of the 
Department of Health Promotion Sciences 
at the University of Oklahoma School of 
Public Health (1994-1999), Assistant then 
Associate Professor at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro (1983-1994), 
and Senior Health Services Analyst at the 
Research Triangle Institute (1973-1983). Dr. 
McLeroy is currently Principal Investigator 
on two large projects including a recently 
funded five-year renewal of the CDC funded 
Center for Community Health Development 
($3.9 million) and the National Center for 
Minority Health and Health Disparities 
(NCMHD) funded Program for Rural and 
Minority Health Disparities Research ($6.8 
million). Dr. McLeroy has published 
extensively on social ecology, the 
development and evaluation of community-
based interventions, and critical community 
concepts such as community capacity, 
program institutionalization, and community 
coalitions. Dr. McLeroy has served as Editor 
or Editorial Board member of a number of 
professional journals, including the 
American Journal of Public Health, Health 
Education and Behavior, the American 
Journal of Health Promotion, Health Values, 
Health Education Research, and Public 
Health Reports.
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